Aspiration therapy for acute superior mesenteric artery embolism with an angled guiding sheath and guiding catheter.
Seven patients with superior mesenteric artery embolism were treated by aspiration with the use of a 6-F angled guiding sheath and a 6-F guiding catheter through an 8-F short sheath by direct advancement using a telescopic and "biting-off" technique. Aspiration of the trunk took between 30 and 60 minutes (median, 44.0 min), and total procedure time ranged from 34 to 94 minutes (median, 60 min). Five of six trunk lesions and six of nine branch lesions were successfully aspirated. One dissection was observed. Six patients underwent bowel resection. Two patients died and the remaining five survived for a median of 868.2 days without complications.